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GWRRA-President                                  Chapter C Director           
    Anita Alkire                                                 Dave Huey                 
aalkire@gwrra.org                            DHuey1800@verizon.net 
                                                                   

 

 

 

                           Virginia District Directors                             
                            John and Kathy Skinner 
                              jskinner8482@gmail.com 

 

Departure Locations 

McSouth – (McD S)                     
Parking lot of Roses at the corner of Mercury Blvd                      
& Jefferson Avenue   
605 Newmarket Drive North 
Newport News, VA 23605 

 

Patriot Square Shopping Center 

(Across the street from old location McD’s North) 

Corner of Ft. Eustis Blvd and RT 17 

8100 George Washington Mem Hwy, Yorktown, VA 23692 

Chapter Website-WWW.GWRRAVAC.COM                            Facebook-Chapter C Page 
             

  

GWRRA: 
Friends for Fun, 

Safety & 
Knowledge 

March 2019 Volume 35, Issue 3 

Chapter meeting the 2nd Sunday 

of each month at  

Angelo’s Steak and Pancake House, 

755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd, 
Newport News, VA. Eat at 4 PM; 

Gather at 5 PM,  

Everyone welcome! 

2 Chapter Director 

3 
Assistant Chapter 

Director 

4 VA District News 

7 National News 

9 Shock “Shock” 

13 The Funnies 

14 Important Dates 

15 Officer’s and Staff 

16 Rides and Events 

18 
Flyers for Events and 

Training 

The Tidewater Wings 

GWRRA VAC 

P.O. Box 1266  

  Yorktown, VA  23692 

 

 

 

 

Yorktown, VA 23692 
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Chapter Director 

Dave Huey 

Wow, two months into the New Year. At this rate we will be into riding season before 
you know it. I can’t wait to get back out and enjoy the hobby that we all enjoy.  

On February 23rd, Chapter F in Winchester held their Crazy Supper and several folks 
from VAC made the journey. Donna and I didn’t go but I am sure it was a great time for 
those who went; it is always a good time with Chapter F. 

March 10th will be our monthly gathering, so come on out. We will have a guest 
speaker, Terry Simpkins, to talk about the Virginia Grand Tour in conjunction with the 
Ride for Kids in Richmond on June 2nd. Might be some other special things happening 
at the meeting but you’ll have to be there to see it. On March 16th will be a Bunko 
night at Sandy Renner’s home starting at 4:30. That’s about it for March rest up riding 
season is coming fast.  

The Chapter will have new MEC coordinators. Randi and Dave Green starting in March. 
Kevin and Eileen have done a great job for the chapter, but at this time they have a lot 
going on. They are moving out of their old house and into a new home.  They needed a 
little more time to take care of all that comes with selling and buying a new home. This 
is a volunteer organization, and I, along with the Chapter, want to thank you for 
volunteering to help out. So, get moved out of your old home.  Get moved into your 
new home, and see us as soon as you can.  

That’s it for now, as usual be safe out there we want to see you real soon. 
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Assistant Chapter Director 

John and Lynn Floyd 

It may not seem like it, but we have been seeing some evidence of Spring. The robins 
are out and daffodils are starting to pop up. That can only mean that we are getting 
closer to riding season!  

Although a chilly month, we had some folks from Chapter C attend the Crazy Supper 
hosted by VA-F up in Winchester. As always, it was a crazy time indeed and everyone 
had a great time!  

March has a couple of events in store for us as well. Of course, our chapter gathering is 
on March 10 at Angelo’s – eat at 4 p.m. and gather at 5 p.m. The following weekend 
will be Bunko at Sandy Renner’s house. She’s planning a “Mexican” theme so everyone 
is asked to bring an appetize or dessert as well as a $10 prize per player. Keep an eye 
out on your email for the address. This is always a great time and we hope you’ll join 
us!  

On Saturday, March 23rd, we encourage you to give back to your community by 
donating blood. Our friends at Hampton Roads Harley Davidson are hosting their 24th 
Annual Blood Drive from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. located in Grafton. 

It may seem like things are going a bit slowly at this point of the year but we can assure 
you that it will pick up. We just need the weather to cooperate a little better this year! 
We hope that you’ll join in the fun with us as events are planned and announced. We 
miss you when you’re not around!  

Until next time,  

John & Lynn 
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Hello Everyone  

This month you get to hear from more members of the Rider Education team than just 
me. Assistant District Educator Gordon Combs has written an article about real life 
application of all that we learn in the Seminars and Modules that GWRRA offers. Also, 
Medic First Aid Coordinator Ken Taylor has written an article about his role as the 
Coordinator and what his plans are for this year and some of the changes you can 
expect in Medic First Aid. I would like to thank them both for their contribution to the 
newsletter this month. I would like to let everyone know that there are still openings in 
the Advanced Rider Course on April 27, 2019 and Trike Rider Course on May 11, 2019. 
These courses are being offered as part of the Rider Course Instructor Certification 
Program in Roanoke. Take a look at the flyers below. Please consider taking one of 
these courses to enhance your riding safety, maintain or advance in the Levels System 
and help those that are becoming rider course instructors. Email me at 
leroygross@outlook.com to enroll in one of the courses. That’s enough from me this 
month. Now let’s hear from Gordon and Ken!  

District Educator  

LeRoy Gross  

Monkey See, Monkey Do 

Remember the old saying...monkey see, monkey do? Now how do you think that 
applies to our group riding. Let me offer an example. I recently witnessed a situation 
that could have turned out bad. As a 7-person group approached a gas station and was 
waiting to enter, the leader scanned the available parking and saw that he could 
quickly get all 7 bikes off the road into some available parking on the side. Seeing as 
how the station was very busy and had a lot of cars coming and going, he calculated 
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that if everyone pulled in next to him in line one by one, he could get everyone off the 
road into the spaces safely. This is where the monkey see monkey do comes into play. 
The leader pulled into the first space but the second bike decided he wanted to back in 
and proceeded to swing out and do just that. In addition, backing up was slightly uphill 
so he had to stop, go neutral, engage reverse, then back up. This left the other 5 bikes 
stopped in the entry lane. If he had followed the leader, all the bikes would have pulled 
in quickly and been safe. The leader later stated this was the safest choice due to all 
the vehicles jockeying to get to the pumps and I agree along with others who were in 
the group. The takeaway here is two things. 1) that the lead bike is supposed to get 
everyone in safely, and if he pulls in, all others should follow, if he backs in, the same. 
2) Encourage your members to take the Team Riding Seminar and/or the Road Captain 
Seminar (we do not believe the rider on bike 2 had taken either course). Now since we 
also are told to ride our own ride, you have a choice to park as you please, but if your 
part of a group and do not want to follow the leader, then you should ride on by and 
seek your own spot so that the others can get in and off the road. Being of short 
stature, there are times when my group leader picked parking that leaned too far to 
the opposite side of the kickstand and if I followed and parked there, my bike would 
fall over due to lowered suspension. In these cases, I will ride on by and find my own 
spot but not impede the others. I am not an expert by any means in group riding, but I 
witnessed this firsthand and the group agreed that following the lead bikes choice of 
pulling in or backing in would have been the safe choice.  

Virginia Assistant District Educator  

Gordon Combs  

Greeting to my GWRRA Family I had the opportunity to reintroduce myself to all 
Chapter Directors at the Jan ops meeting and give them an update of pending changes 
with the Medic First Aid (MFA) arena as well as what we as a district are going to try 
and do to help the district with more offerings of MFA classes to help you meet your 
rider education level requirements. So, I am putting This out to everyone so you will be 
in the loop as well. As a former ADD, District Trainer, I was committed to serving the 
members of the Virginia District. While I am not an officer, my commitment to you has 
not changed. Pending Changes To MFA: I have been an instructor trainer for several 
years and I have seen changes all the time. With that said, changes are continuing to 
evolve. The changes that are happening are not so much with how to do skills, but with 
some of the equipment we use to teach MFA classes. As with a lot of automation, it is 
coming to the lay responder training 
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as well. Over the next year to 18 months, the Virginia District will be investing a lot of 
funds to keep up with all the new emerging requirements. We now have a 
requirement to invest in automated manikins that will actually be able to tell the 
instructors and students if you are doing compressions and rescue breaths correctly. 
This will help your instructor team make the necessary corrections to help everyone be 
better prepared. I have been teaching for almost 20 years now and I honestly think this 
is a change for the better. We are working on the time line of when to incorporate the 
new manikins. I hope we will have this year, but it will be more likely Jan 2020. 
Scheduled Classes for 2019: The training team is doing everything within our power to 
offer training that is convenient to our members. At this point, we have classes with VA 
E and VA W. The class for VA E is sold out. VA W is set to have a class on 9 March and 
the last I heard, that class is filling fast. For more information on seats available, please 
contact Donna Romano, via email dfromano@gmail.com or phone, 814-316- 2156. 
Additional training is set for 16 March, 2019 at the North Garden Fire Station. Flyer will 
be in Feb newsletter. I will be the POC for that class, and I can be reached via email 
2012pearlwhiterider@comcast.net or 703-819-6766. There will be two additional 
training opportunities this year here in VA: RITV and in Sept or Oct. Sept/Oct date is to 
be determined, so more to follow. With that said, any Chapter Director can contact me 
directly and we can set up a class for your chapter. A minimum of four students is 
required for the class. To have a class, we need a location with at least six weeks’ 
notice. These are no VA requirements. National now requires documentation so they 
can advertise the training. With that said, even though National is helping with 
notification, VA members will have priority over members outside of VA. Rider Ed 
Levels Review: For those of us that have been around a while, there is really no MFA 
requirements for Level I and II for MFA training. As you reach Level III, or Certified Tour 
Rider/Co-Rider the Rider/Co-Rider agrees to carry a FA kit on their bike at all times. 
Additionally, the Rider/Co-Rider has taken either First Aid or CPR training. As you reach 
Level IV, Master Tour Rider/Co-Rider, the requirements are a bit more stringent. In 
addition to having a FA kit on the bike, you are now required to have both FA and CPR 
training. Lots going on to help you the members. Your training team is here to make 
this a reality, not a dream. You have my total commitment to make this happen. 
Contact me any time you desire @ 2012pearlwhiterider@comcast.net or 703-819-
6766.  

VA MFA Coordinator— Instructor Trainer  

Ken Taylor 

Back to Top  
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Tom & Renee Wasluck 

Presidential Assistants 

  

It’s that time of the year that most of us in the winter weather states are sitting around 
looking at our motorcycles dreaming about things we have done, places we went to, 
and the places yet to visit. Those of you who are riding, be safe and ride a few miles for 
us!  It’s been said many times that this is the time of the year to plan events and rides 
for the new year. Listen to your Members, they will tell you what they want. As officers 
of GWRRA it’s our responsibility to see that our Members get to do what they joined 
this organization to do. We would hope that it’s plenty of rides to places for great food, 
FUN, and amazing places to see. Maybe plan your year around specific places to visit? 
For example; we have set up a challenge to the Members of our Chapter. For 2019, we 
have started the Great Hot Dog Challenge! We found a website that did most of the 
work for us. Someone else went out and put together a list of the best and unusual hot 
dog joints around the United States. We could not believe how many of these places 
are in our state or close to us in a bordering state. What better way to spend the day 
then to ride with your friends to a place to get something to eat. We kept it simple. 
Some we are going to do as Chapter rides, but if you are traveling on your own, stop at 
one, take your picture and send it in. Everyone that visits five places this year will get a 
pin. The pin on your vest then becomes a conversation piece. It’s the time you can tell 
the person asking what FUN you had going to find all of these hot dog places. You 
know there is always a story to be told from something memorable that happens on 
the ride or something that you saw. It’s these memories that make riding and being 
with our GWRRA family and friends so special. There are so many different kinds of 
places to visit. We used Google search on the computer and found the Best Ice Cream 
Places in the US, the Best Waterfalls in the US, and the Best Picnic Spots in the US. 
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Variety is so important. Find out where your Members want to go and see. The 
possibilities are endless. What if you have Members that do not want to offer up 
suggestions? Well, what has your Chapter done in the past? By the past, we mean look 
into your Chapter’s history, or ask some of your founding Members. There was 
something back then that was the spark that kept the Members coming back to the 
Chapter. That’s what made GWRRA what it is today. Maybe we need to bring back 
some of the things from the past to help us remember what it is we have today that 
makes this organization so special. No matter how you do it, keep your Members busy 
riding. Riding the motorcycle is what brought us to GWRRA. Riding the motorcycle will 
keep us together for the Friends for FUN, Safety & Knowledge. 
 
Tom & Renee Wasluck 
570-474-1014 
Tom.renee11@gmail.com 
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Shock “Shock”  

by Dave Huey 

 
Just an easy rear shock replacement on a GL1800 with sidecar 

 

This all started when a few folks in the chapter decided to change out their rear 
shock for an updated one to due age, mileage or just improved performance.  My 
2002 GL1800 with 180,500 and 17 tears old probably could use an update also.  I 
bit the bullet and ordered a Traxxion rear replacement for a low low price of 
$799.99.  I thought I would do the work over the Christmas shutdown at the 
shipyard.  I knew Brent Cook had just done this so I asked for his help and he 
agreed to come over on 12/23/18 to start the process.  This is quite the 
teardown job on a standard wing and even more on one with a sidecar. 
 
We started by unbolting the sidecar sway brace and put the rig on the 
centerstand, no small task with a sidecar attached.  Then the work really started.  
Removal includes seat, the dah cover, the tank shelter, the battery, the battery 
box, the gas tank support, all connections to the fuel tank and then removal of 
the tank and you can finally see the rear shock.  To remove the hydraulic 
actuator for the shock requires to remove the right sidecover and at least moving 
if not removal of the saddlebag.  Of course, on my rig this also requires removing 
one of the main sidecar mounts as it prevents you from removing the sidecover.  
We supported the sidecar and removed just enough bolts to free access to what 
was required.  To move the saddlebag also meat removing my aux fuel tank from 
the saddlebag.  Finally, we could remove the shock and actuator from the bike.  
We took it to the workbench and with the instructions from Traxxion began the 
tear down of the old shock and building of the new shock.  You reuse the 
hydraulic actuator system from your original shock.  The Traxxion system also 
comes with a new steel braided hydraulic line, which is much better than the 
stock rubber hose.  My old hose was completely worn-out.  We followed the 
instructions clocked the piston into the correct position and bled the hydraulic 
system to ensure no air was in the system.  At this point we decided to call it a 
day and it had been a long one. 
 



 
 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association Virginia District Chapter C Newsletter 

GWRRA VA-C Tidewater Wings March 2019 10 

 

After Brent left, I decided to just do some clean up and inspection around the 
bike as it was in a fairly major teardown.  As I was doing the inspection to my 
surprise a found a major problem.   A cracked frame. 
 

 

 

A big decision was now in front of me.  Fix the problem or do I get another bike and 

start over.  With all of the investment in my current bike I decided to fix the problem.  I 

called several local welders to see if they could repair my frame but got little to no 

response.  I know it was the holidays but I needed a good tig welder to help me out.  I 

finally contacted Dave Hunter at Honda of Norfolk to see if he had any suggestions.  He 

told me that a customer had a company caleed UNB Customs in Denver, NC fix their 

trike.  I contacted them and they said that they could repair my bikefor a mere $600.00 

to $700.00 dollars.  I set an appointment up with them to do the job. 

This meant more teardown.  We had to completely remove the sidecar, both 

saddlebags, the complete exhaust system and the swingarm to allow access to do the 

welding.  This also meant I had to build a support for the rear of the bike to support it 

as well as allow to move it around. 
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Now I needed a trailer to tranport the bike to the shop.  I rented an enclosed u-haul 

6X12 trailer and built a system in the trailer to secure the bike for the trip.  On 1/10/19, 

I headed out to North Carolina along with Dan Jones who was currently free due to the 

government shutdown.  About an hour and a half into the trip Donna called me and 

said she had been involed in an accident on the way to work and it was her fault.  

When it rains it pours.  We continued on and arrived at the shop unloaded the bike.  

This is a really nice shop.  I asked them if there was anyway they could complete the 

work around lunchtime the following day and they said they would see how it went.  

We left and went to the cigar shop for the evening. 

 

The shop called us the next day as we were headed to another cigar shop and said it 

would be ready by noon.  We finished our cigars and went to see the fix load the bike 

and head home.  They did an excellent job putting doublers on bothe side of the bike 

frame. 
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We got back to town about 8:30 on 1/11/19 and called in the cavalry to help unload 

the bike. Thanks to Bruce Barnes, Ed Burton, Brent Cook and Dan Jones 

The weekend started the rebuild and with the help of Brent and John Floyd tghey 

helped me get it to a point that I could continued a little at a time to rebuid the Wing.  

If you know me I can’t stand an unfinished project so by the end of the week I 

managed to get it all back together.  Remember this was just a shock replacement 

gone bad. 
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March Birthdays  March Wedding Anniversaries March GWRRA Anniversaries 

Brent Cook 3rd 
Mandi Morris 24th 

Sydney Newbauer 30th 
 

 
 
 
 

Ellen and Cundiff Simmons 
20th 

 

Sandy Renner 29 yrs 
Bruce Barnes 22 yrs 

Lisa Barnes 22yrs 
Jennifer Barnes 18 yrs 
Michael Barnes 20 yrs 
Jerry Johnson 16 yrs 

Frances Johnson 16 yrs 
Brent Cook 4 yrs 

Melinda Cook 4 yrs 
Helmut Kaiser 3 yrs 
Margit Kaiser 3 yrs 

 

Congratulate these people when you see them.   
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Chapter Director 
Dave Huey 757-719-0668 

Dhuey1800@cox.net 

 
Ride Coordinator 

Brent Cook 757-681-2086 
sdr650s@yahoo.com 

 
 

Asst. Chapter Director 
John and Lynn Floyd 

crayonjohnfloyd@gmail.com 
 

Social Coordinator 
Open 

Charity/Community Relations 
Melinda Cook 

sdr650s@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Rebecca J. Pitts 757-869-9616 

RebeccaPitts47@gmail.com 

Web Master/E-Mail Coordinator 
Jackie Wall 757-766-3391 
walljackie@hotmail.com 

 
Membership Enhancement Coordinator 

Dave and Randi Green 
davenrand@cox.net 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Daniel Pitts 757-869-3073 
DPitts0849@hotmail.com 

Assistant Membership Enhancement 
Coordinator 

Open 
 

Activities & Fun Coordinator 
Sandy Renner 757-867-6940 

bsrnr@verizon.net 
Jackie Wall 757-766-3391 
walljackie@hotmail.com 

 
Chapter Couple of the Year 

Open 
 

Motorcycle Awareness Coordinator 
Open 
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Follow this link to see our 

online calendar! 
Sun Mar 10 2019, 4:00pm - 6:00pm Monthly Gathering 
Sat Mar 16 2019 MFA/CPR class 
Sat Mar 16 2019, 4:30pm - 7:30pm Bunko at Sandy’s 
Sun Mar 17 2019, 11:30am - 5:00pm MD. Duck Pin Bowling 
Sat Mar 23 2019, 9:00am - 3:00pm HD blood Drive, 24th Annual 

Back to Top  
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Chapter Location Meeting 

VA – A Northern Virginia 
2nd Wed. - 7:30 pm -   The Ponds Community Center, 9837 
Burke Pond Lane, Burke, VA. 22015 

VA – C Newport News  
2nd Sun.    4:pm – 5:pm     Anglo's Steak House 
755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd, Newport News, VA 

VA – D Richmond 
4th Wed.   6:pm–7: pm -   Candelas Pizzeria & 
Ristorante Italiano, 14235 Midlothian Tnke. 

VA – E Fredericksburg 
3rd Wed.      Eat 6:pm - Social 7:00 pm 
Great American Buffet. 1780 Carl D Silver Pkwy., Fredericksburg, VA. 
Central Park Shopping Center, exit 130 off I95 

VA – F Winchester 
4th Sun.  8:am-9:am -   Golden Corral, 
120 Costello Dr., Winchester, VA. 

VA – H Abington 
 2nd Tue.     7:pm - Abingdon Moose Lodge 
US19, Porterfield Hwy, Abingdon, VA.   

VA – I Manassas 
 2nd Sun.  9:am- 10:00am: Breakfast, 10am-11am:  Social   Great 
American Buffet 8365 Sudley Rd, Manassas, VA 20109        

VA – J South Boston 2nd Monday – 7:30pm 

VA – K Roanoke 2nd Mon.   6:pm-7:pm -   Great 611 Steak Co., 
3830 Franklin Rd., Roanoke, VA 

VA – L Chesapeake 
4th Tue.    6:pm –7:pm      Pops Diner Co., 
1432 Greenbrier Parkway, Chesapeake, VA 

VA – O Williamsburg 
4th Sun. 4:pm–5:pm Hibachi Grill & Sushi Buffet, 12745 
Jefferson Ave., Newport, News, VA. 23602          

VA – R Harrisonburg 
1st Sun   2:pm -3pm -      Golden Corral 
exit 247A, Rt. 33 E., 2 miles off I-81, 
2335 E. Market Rd.,    Harrisonburg, VA.     

VA – V Bedford 
3rd Sun.   3:pm      Bedford Church of God             
212 E Main St, Bedford, VA   

VA – W Chester 
2nd Tue.  6 pm-7 pm    Rosa's Italian Restaurant 
4098 Oaklawn Blvd. Hopewell, VA. 23860 

VA – X Salem 
1st   Sat.      3 pm- Evangelical Methodist 
Church, 1920 Lucas St, Salem, VA. 
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VIRGINIA DISTRICT IS HOSTING A TRAINING EVENT ON 

April 27, 2019 

EVENT LOCATION: Roanoke, Virginia 

EVENT HOURS: 8:00-5:00 

THE CLASSES BEING OFFERED: 

☒RIDER EDUCATION, Advanced Rider Course (classroom and range) 

FEE PER BIKE $50,  Registration limited to 12 motorcycles 

Classroom will be at the Blue Ridge Hotel and Convention Center at 2801 

Hershberger Rd., Roanoke, VA. Range will be in the Burlington parking lot 

at 2935 Hershberger Rd., Roanoke, VA which in about ¼ mile from the 

hotel. 

Lodging is available at the Blue Ridge Hotel for $80/night (reference 

GWRRA to get this rate) 

☒LUNCH WILL NOT BE PROVIDED 

❖TO REGISTER FOR THE EVENT CONTACT❖ 

District Educator LeRoy Gross 

EMAIL: leroygross@outlook.com 

PLEASE RSVP ON OR BEFORE: April 1, 2019 

❖BRING YOUR GWRRA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER WITH YOU TO THE EVENT-THANK 

YOU❖ 

Requirements for GWRRA Rider Courses are:  

You must sign a waiver 

You must wear protective gear to include helmet, eye protection, gloves, long sleeves, 

long pants and over the ankle footwear. 

Your motorcycle must pass inspection via the GWRRA Vehicle Inspection Form (N.17) 

You must show a valid motorcycle license, registration, and proof of insurance. 

GWRRA UNIVERSITY 

TRAINING EVENT 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
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